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Sucker Creek is a third-order tributary to Keep Cool Creek in the upper Blackfoot River 
watershed north of Lincoln, Montana.  The stream supports westslope cutthroat trout 
which have been identified as a pure strain.  This project was identified as a priority 
under the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program—a program 
identified in 2009 by the Secretary of Agriculture to encourage the collaborative, 
science-based ecosystem restoration of priority forest landscapes. This project 
addressed the existing stream crossing near stream-mile 3.3 on United States Forest 
Service lands that was undersized, restricted fish passage during high flow periods and 
caused channel impairments.  This project is part of a larger effort in the Blackfoot 
Watershed to work collaboratively across the watershed with a diverse group of 
stakeholders and supports several goals/objectives identified in the WNTI strategic plan 
including restoring westslope cutthroat trout by eliminating a threat to their existence 
(barriers) and following up with monitoring (as-built survey and electrofishing). 
 
The existing culvert impacting Sucker Creek was replaced in August 2016 with a pipe-
arch following Stream Simulation methods and principles that allows uninhibited aquatic 
organism passage and replicates the stream bed up and down stream of the crossing.  
Big Blackfoot Chapter of Trout Unlimited (BBCTU) entered into a Participating 
Agreement with the US Forest Service which allowed BBCTU to contract with local, 
qualified contractors and engineers to install and oversee the new culvert and 
associated stream and road work. By implementing this project, connectivity was 
restored to 1.5 miles of habitat for pure westslope cutthroat trout populations and other 
aquatic organisms.  Several tours will be led to the project site and will include local 
schools and members of the community to talk about the importance of native trout and 
limitations to their recovery.  
 
Included in this report are a series of photo-points and the as-built record drawings.  
BBCTU would like to recognize and thank the project partners including Western Native 
Trout Initiative, US Forest Service, and Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. 
 



 
 

 
Photos 1-2: Photo point showing existing condition of the culvert outlet compared with 

upgraded pipe arch.  Project was completed in mid-August, 2016. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Photos 3-4: Construction progress showing site condition once culvert was removed 

and the placement of new pipe arch.   



 

 
 

 
Photos 5-6: Backfill and armoring of the culvert and contractor watering transplants and 

sod mats to complete finish work on the riparian area. 
 



 
 

 
Photos 7-8: Sucker Creek culvert inlet pre and post-project. 
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Photos 3-4: Construction progress showing site condition once culvert was removed 
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Photos 5-6: Backfill and armoring of the culvert and contractor watering transplants and 

sod mats to complete finish work on the riparian area. 
 



 
 

 
Photos 7-8: Sucker Creek culvert inlet pre and post-project. 

 


















